
All schools will follow a single, national threshold in England -this is 10 sessions
(usually the equivalent of 5 full school days) of unauthorised absence within a 10-
school week period. The 10-week school period can span different school terms and
years.
If a child falls into this absence category, their parents are at risk of further action
(see below).

National
Threshold

Penalty notice fines are issued to EACH PARENT for EACH CHILD they allow to
be absent from school that is not authorised by the Headteacher.
For example:
Three siblings who are absent in term time may result in EACH PARENT who
allowed the holiday, being fined for the three children (potentially a total of SIX
fines!)

Who may
be fined?

The first time a penalty notice is issued for an unauthorised term time holiday, the
fine amount will be: £80 PER PARENT, PER CHILD if paid within 21 days. This will
increase to £160 per parent, per child if paid between days 22-28.

First 
Offence

If a child has a second unauthorised  absence within three years of the issue of the
first penalty  notice, the amount will be: £160 PER PARENT, PER CHILD - payable
within 28 days.

Second
Offence

The third time an offence is committed, a penalty notice will not be issued and local
authorities will need to consider other available measures to address the absence
concerns.
This may mean that cases are presented before a Magistrate’s Court. Prosecution
can result in criminal records and fines of up to £2,500 and/or a term of
imprisonment not exceeding three months.

Third
Offence

Unauthorised Absence: What do I need to know?
On 19th August 2024, a new National Framework for unauthorised absences came into force. 
The key stages of this process are outlined below. However some key points to note are:

Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in lieu of prosecution.
The decision on whether to issue a FPN or prosecute rests with the Local Authority and is made on a
case-by-case basis.
Any monies collected through fines goes to Cumberland Council to facilitate attendance support - it
does not go to the school. 


